
NARRATOR NOTES: VrsroN QUEST - rhe shakers

Scenes L-2:

THE uNITED SOCIEIv OF BELIEVERS IN CHRIST'S SECOND

CCr.,IING, commOnly known aS SHAKERS, was among the mOSt

successful groups to establish Communities dedicated
specifically to practice of non-mainstream religious
orientations in North America. Between L774 and the
present from their first settlement in New York State they
established Communities throughout New Eng1and, ES far
west as Kentucky and fndiana and south to Georgia and
pl ori da.
rhe core group of 66LTEVERS were nine people Who with

leadership from M9THER ANN LEE left rngland in L774

following years of persecution. eccording to l-egend they
booked passage aboard a leaky vessel which would have

sunk ere reaching its destination except for a miracle
which MOTHER ANN interpreted as confirmation that they
were indeed among God's chosen people.
Another t-egend has it that when they arrived at t'tew vork

City MOTHER ANN led them to a door where upon knocking
they were taken in by complete strangers who had in some

mysterious way knonn that they were coming so were
prepared to offer hospitality such as had not been

anticipated by these SHAKERS,

Sometime later they purchased land near llbany' New York,

at a place called NISKAYUnn by the Natives and'later known

as WATERVLIET. After draining swamps thus causing this
land to be habitable they settled in to begin accepting
Converts while earning the enmity of their nefghbors due



to their ceremonies p'lus the fact that they would not
participate in rhe American nevolution.
rn time MoTHER ANN passed away leaving teadership of rHe

NISKAYUNA CO!{MUNITY to a succession of fellow-believers
fncluding fames ueacham and Lucy t*right. rhey were the
spiritual teaders as well as the oecision-makers for a

Community which continued growing in numbers despite their
acceptance of ceutBAcY as a life-style. coNVERsroNs and

ADoPTroNs accounted for their longevfty as a RELTGTOUS

BODY.

rhe name "shaker" was derivative of their identification
with some of the cardinal tenets of Qu*xERs. tdhile THE

BELTEVERS were guided to salvation by an rNNER LrGHT they
were, unlike followers of ceoRee Fox, inclined to becoming
more demonstrative when experiencing "The Holy spirit".
ey virtue of this animation observers often referred to
them as "SHAKTNG-euAKERS" or just plain "SHAKERS",

IAMES wHrrrAKER was one of the original SHAKERS to settle
at NrsKAyuNA. H€, along with ANN LEE and wttLrAM LEE,

ANNE's younger brother , became guiding-lights for the
cor.{MuNrty, rollowing the deaths of the two Lees in L784,
r*hittaker served as chief spokesperson and interpreter of
rhe cospel according to SHAKERS.

scenes 3 4:

rhough the SHAKERS espoused pacifism, due to thefr
english backgrounds they were accused of being eritish
spies with the result that several members were arrested
and imprisoned. Once again MOTHER ANN found herself
behind bars.


