
NARRATOR'S NOTES: Lady of Letchworth

MARY J EMrsoN i s best remembe red as "whi te triloman of
the Genesee va11ey" for her years of residence in
New York State. Actually she was born to rrish
parents aboard a vessel bound from Europe to
Ame ri ca .

rhe lemi son-fami 1y was homesteadi ng at tvtarsh

Creek, Pennsyl van'ia, near Gettysbu rg when a
ra'idi ng-party consi sti ng of Frenchmen and Nati ve
Ame ri cans i nvaded thei r domai n . Wi th the excepti on
of two sons who were not at home and Mary who was

abducted as a hostage, dl1 family members were
slain.
Mary was taken to the site of modern-day

eittsburgh and adopted. Subsequently she became

Squaw to a Delaware war-chief and bore him a child.
Soon thereafter, the French who had established

Fort Duquesne to monitor activity in the ohio River
va11ey abandoned the area -leavi ng the rndi ans to
fend for themselves in the face of eritish
aggression. For whatever reason, Mary and her son,
Tom, were conveyed northward to New york where they
j o'i ned the Seneca-branch of the I roquo-i s
Confederacy thus becoming residents of the Genesee
Ri ver va1 1 ey.

In time, Mary became Squaw to a Seneca war-chief
wi th whom she gave bi rth to addi ti onal chi I dren .

When the area was threatened with invasion by
colonial military forces she was forced to seek



refuge with these sons and daughters on land
bordering the Genesee River. said property was

eventually ceded to her by provisions of the Big
Tree Treaty whereby fhomas Morri s as Agent for hi s

father, Robert, managed to exti ngui sh Nati ve

American claims to land west of the Genesee River.
fhis particular Reservation turned out to encompass

a massive land-grant thus resulting in Mary's
status as one of the largest landowners in what is
now New York State.

wrLLrAM pRYoR LETcHwoRTH was a eusi nessman from
Buffalo, New York, who amassed a fortune ere
bui I d'i ng a reti rement home on I and whi ch once

formed a portion of the so-cal1ed "Jemison-
Reserve". Preserving the Legacy of MARY IEMrsoN

then became his "Pet-eroject". His Estate, Glen
tris, ds well as adjoining property, ultimately
became tetchworth State Park.


