
NARRATOR'S NOTES: rrederi ck Douglas

ttineteenth century America was indeed "a land of
opportuni ty" for sel f-made men and women . The
Jatter-day MyrH of people being able to "drag
themselves up by thei r bootstraps" was spawned by
this Era ushered in by so-called IACKSoNTAN

DEMocRAcy. The re was no faul ti ng the p roposi ti on
that any pe rson wi th o ri ve , Dete rmj nati on , a I i ttr e
Ski I I and a measu re of tuck, cou-ld ove rcome al I
obstacles to reach whatever plateau they might aim
for. "Breeding" had ceased to be the sole measure
of Success.

Re rhaps no rndi vi ciual better fi t thi s paraci-i gm

than a ffian of nf ro:Ameri can heri tage u*ho desp-ite
status as "Slave" for much of his t_ife, was able to
distinguish himself as a renowned citizen of the
u . S. desp-i te havi ng to conf ront i nsu rmountabl e

social barriers.
His originaT name was FREDERICK AUGUSTUS

WASHINGTON BAILEY. He was born to a slave-woffan
nameci Har ri et nai l ey i n the state of uany-i and . rt
is iikeTy that his Father was a t,rlhite-man though
there is no record of this fact" rhe year of his
birth is believed to have been i818. Twenty years
later he changeci his name to "Frecierick Doug-ias" to
make i t more di ffi cul t for sl ave-catchers to trae*
hi m.


