
NARRAToR's NorEs: ci rcus wi thout rents

rhroughout the years as "CrRCUS" earned its spot
as an integral part of Rmerfcan Heritage just about
every imaginable aspect of Human Endeavor joined
the evolution. From the early days of Equestrian
events to the multi-stage Shows incorporating
square-mi I es of terra fi rrna and canvas as wel I as

fixed locations the central theme changed from
watch-and-marvel entertainment to look-and-learn
formats.
rhough P.T. Barnum is not remernbered primarily as

a Circus-Promoter, it was his vision that CIRCUS

could be "museum on wheels". uis partnership with
James eailey marked what was perhaps the genesis of
eig-rop as theme-centered Extravagance rather than
mere collections of animals, Acrobats and Clowns.
As such , CIRCUS assumed rducati onal -status .

An outstanding example of this Transition was The

wrLD wEsr sHot{. Prior to the advent of cinema this
was the sole source of information about Rmerica

west of the uississippi River for countless
ameri cans . Tradi ti onal ci rcuses brought 91 i mpses

of uife in faraway corners of the world to
communi ti es eve rywhe re whi I e tdILD WEST SH&{S

exposed these same communities to aspects of the
Ameri can experi ence unavai I abl e to ci ti zens rooted
in EAsr coast culture.
rhe way was paved by the Di me Novel s of tted



Buntline who wrote about t-ife on the western
Pl ai ns . He then expanded thi s exposee by
persuading real-life plainsmen like euffalo Bill
and Texas :ack to perform in person in theaters
throughout Eastern America thus giving substance to
what had previously been considered Myth.
rhe theme "wi I d lvest " di d not o ri gi nate wi th

wi I I i am F. Cody. ci rcus-Promoters had been

i ncorporat'ing vesti ges of ol d west lmeri ca i nto
their Shows since Civil war Years. these ventures
consisted primarily of cowboy- and Native Rmerican-
Equest ri ans . wi th the advent of wi I d Bi I I howeve r
these "vestiges" were transformed into real-life
adventures. rhe fact that "wi]d west" and "BilI
cody" quickly became synonymous is not surprising
given that the Promoter of these shows was a1 ready
a tri ed-and-true Ameri can i con !

Scene 1:

NATE SALTSBURY was a civil war veteran who had

experienced the rigors of Rrmed conflict including
survival as an rnmate of the ignominious
confederate Pow compound at Rndersonville, Georgia.
rollowing the war he teamed up with BrLL coDY to
produce a traveling wild west show. As a master of
'l ogi sti cs he was abl e to faci I i tate movement of
scores of people and animals by nail throughout the


