
NARRATOR' 5 NorES ; Chautauqua...Rol I i n ' On the Ri ve r

It is a commonly acknowledged fact among scholars
who have turned their attention to 'nthe Chautauqua
phenomenon" in America that there is a definable
relationship between Tent Chautauqua and the
Lyceum Movement of earl y trti neteenth centu ry.
while the latter type of forum was not actually
mobi 1e , bei ng rooted i nstead wi thi n a g'iven
commun'i ty , the forme r was i ndeed what mi ght today
be characterized as 'na road show".
rhe actual Lyceum as fi rst organi zed i n the

communi ty of wti J bu ry, Massachusetts , was aki n to
the lunto of senjamin Franklin in that it evolved
as a p'l ace and oppo rtuni ty fo r men to gathe r afte r
thei r workday was finished to fellowship and share
ideas. As such it evolved as a social club the
mi ssi on of whi ch was mutual Educati on . The Lyceum
itself did not leave the community; rather other
communi ti es copi ed the i dea for thei r own benefi t,
hence the inclusion of "Movement" as a descriptor.
For many Rmeri cans n the i nfamous War Between the

states ma rked the dawn'i ng of a new mobi I i ty . Fo r
soldiers and civilians alike there was a new

awareness of al te rnat'i ve 1 i festyl es . whe reas i n
early-America family and home were the main focus
for most citizens there was now awareness of
opportunities beyond familiar boundaries.
Moreover there was a widespread desire to


