
NARRATOR'S NOTES: Chautauqua...Canada, Eh.

The year L9LT , i s gene ra1 1 y consi de red to mark
the advent of "Chautauqua" to Canada. rn that
year the El 1 i son-whi te chautauqua Bureau
establ i shed a branch cal I ed "Domi ni on Chautauquas"
and booked tours i n al I four western provi nces.
rhat fi rst year thei r "teams" vi si ted l-48
communities through summer and Autumn. By the
fol I ow'i ng year thi s numbe r had g rown to 294 .

whi I e these so-cal I ed Tent-Chautauquas" wi th
their brown tents were circulat'ing through the
west there were a handful of Institutional
chautauquas a1 ready attracti ng crowds i n the East,
especi a1 1 y i n the Ni agara penni sul a. Much I i ke
the ori gi na1 Chautauqua at rai r poi nt i n New york
State, Grimsby Park began as a Methodist Camp-

Meeting while down the road near St. Catherines,
ontario, a group of investors from Toronto
developed a site to accommodate tourists as well
as Summe r- resi dents . rhei r prog rammi ng combi ned
Entertai nment and Educati on i n Chautauqua-sty-le.

Scene 1:

NOAH PHELPS was a 1 ongt'i me suppo rte r and
eventually president of Crimsby Park wh-i ch began
as a week--l ong Tempe rance Camp i n 1-846 . By L87 4 ,
a group known as the Ontario uethodist Church


