
Nar rator Notes : CHAUTAUQUA'r... r . westward Ho !

rhe i dea of t rave'l i ng chautauquas , a'l so
known as "ci rcuj t- and Tent- chautauquas
originated in 1904 when reith vawter of
chi cago, rl I i noi s concei ved a p1 an whereby
Ru ral Ame ri ca m-i ght be exposed to Cul tu re
beyond I ocal hori zons . The i ntent was to
service people who for one reason or another
were unable to participate in the various
rnstitutional chautauquas scattered around
the nation ordinarily in proxim-i ty to urban
settings. This of course was in the time
peri od predati ng nadi o and rel evi si on.
vawte r hr'msel f was tvti dwest Manage r wi th the

nedpath Lyceum Bureau headquartered i n
Boston , Massachusetts . The i dea he devel oped
was thus more aki n to the so-cal I ed Lyceum
Movement than i t was to the chautauqua-scheme
of things insofar as there were few if any
connecti ons wi th organi zed nel i gi on .

rhe ori gi na1 Lyceum-concept was spawned at
ui I 'l bu ry , Mas sachusetts , ci rca . 1gZ 6 . rt
began as a sort of local club whereby young
men of the community would gather



pe ri od'i ca1 
'l y to soci al i ze and share i deas .

As more and more communi ti es fol I owed the
Mi I I bury exampl e, there was eventual 1 y demand

for presenters from beyond local borders. By

the Iate L860's therefore Lyceums had

outgrown their "roots" and were more apt to
hi re "outsi de tal ent" , Rgenci es typi fi ed by

the nedpath Lyceum Bureau thus appeared to
recrui t and prov'ide speakers as wel I as

Entertainers to whatever groups were wiIf ing

to "pay the necessary fees.
vawter's p1 an was thus to assembl e enti re

Lyceum-type programs and rent them out to
sponsors wherever they m'i ght be found. rhe
on1 y real connecti on wi th Chautauqua I ay i n
the nature of these ensembles as being Moral

and up1 i fti ng.
In time these programs became similar to

Circuses in that the organizers set up

speci fi c Routes or Ci rcui ts wi th Advance-men

whose pri nci pa1 responsi bi 1 i ty was to recrui t
sponsors in communities along a given route.
General 1 y these " routes" fol I owed rai I -l i nes

though occasi onal 1 y the sol e means of
reachi ng out-of-the-way communi ti es was by

means of motori zed vehi cl es. These



appearances were usual'l y non-schedul ed due to
emergency cancel I ati ons or speci a1

arrangement. For the most part tent-
chautauquas were convened under 1 arge brown-
col ored canvas tents though i nfrequentl y
Grange ualls and similar sites were used to
accommodate performers and quests.

Scen e

RALPH WALDO EMERSON i s best remembered as

the " Father'n of Transcendental i sm i n Ame ri ca

and Essayi st. Many of hi s Essays began as

Lyceum I ectu res .

BRONSON ALCOTT i s best remembered as the
father of noveJ i st Loui sa May Rl cott. As a
sel f-proc1 ai med pi oneer i n earl y chi I dhood

educati on he speci al i zed i n conduct'i ng

"conversati ons" . these were genera1 1 y smal I -
g roup di scussi ons empl oy'i ng the concept of
i nducti ve reasoni ng to di scover Truth . He

may have viewed himself as a latter-day
Socrates moni tori ng ni al ogs . rn any case hi s
career as a Lyceum speaker was i n no way as


