
NARRATOR' S NOTES : chautauqua on My rui nd

rnt roducti on :

rn the beginning there was a pleasant tranqui'l
scene i n the Southwest corner of New york State.
For the Haudesaunee , oF "Longhouse Peopl e" , thi s

was a Hunting Ground, Sacred Place and passage-way
to the west and South.
Travel ers i ncl udi ng French-Canadi an voyageurs

would wend thei r way through the St. Lawrence
va1 1 ey from Quebec, fo1 1 ow the shorel i ne of uake
erie then portage their way to the nllegheny River
to reach the fertile va11ey of the ohio. part of
thi s odyssey i ncl uded a take whi ch the Nati ves
calIed "chautauqua".
In I ate r years a llethodi st Camp-Meet'i ng p1 anted

its tents and cabins on the south-side of this
take AT A PLACE CALLED "Fair Point".
evintual 1 y two men an tndustri al i st from ohi o

and a Methodist clergyman had an rdea.
Together they envisioned this as an excellent

site for training Sunday-schooJ reachers as a
means of creating a uniform curriculum for their
I essons .

Hence was spawned in 1874, what has ever since
been a uni ve rsal symbo'l for al I that rep resents
the epitome of Human Endeavor. Mere mention of
the word "chautauqua" conjures up images of Mind,
eody and spi ri t.



rt is the manifestation of the Greek rdeal of
"sound mi nd i n sound bodY" .

rt i s the phenomenon whi ch uni ted states
presi dent fheodore Roosevel t hi msel f a stal wart
representative of the aforementioned rdeal
declared to be "the most American rhing about
Rme ri can' .

So "in the beginning" chautauqua was "a p1ace"

and " an i dea" and eventua-l 'l y " a phenomenon" .

Soon thereafter it became "a movement".

First there were oaughter Chautauquas'
camp-meetings throughout the country began

evolving a'long the same pattern as the original
si te i n New York state.
Soon there were clones at places like ocean

Groven New Jersey; Mount Gretna, Pennsylvania;
Lakesi de, ohi o; Monteagl e, Tennessee and Bayfi e1 d,
t.lli chi gan these we re Lyceum-l i ke i n ori entati on .

Then someone had another idea,
Rathe r than fi xed I ocati ons whi ch requi red

transportati on for part'i c'ipati on, why not take
culture to communities where access to oaughter
Chautauquas was not feasi bl e.
Hence began the Tent- or Travel i ng- Chautauquas .

very much in the tradition of circuses these
o rgan'i zati ons we re t ransported th roughout Ru ral
Ameri ca vi a Hi ghway, Rai I and waterway.
rn much the same way that Lyceums after the civil



war became the province of Bureaus so too did
Chautauqua become eusi ness. Organi zers prepared
and planned these Shows just as Ci rcus Promoters
marketed their Products. The "p1aying-field"
expanded from the U. S. i nto Canada and even

b ri ef'l y to Aust ral i a and New zealand .

By the Twentieth Century, other than for
rradi ti onal i sts , Chautauqua had taken on the au ra
of Entertai nment.
rhis development heralded the demise of Tent

Chautauqua as technology opened the door for
alternative means of delivering rnformation
di rectl y to homes .

As a precu rsor to Tel evi si on , Radi o wi dened the
horizon for Chautauqua-speakers to broadcast to
the mul ti tudes .

rhe Grand ol d opry of Nashvi I I e, Tennessee, whi ch
had redefined the version of Chautauqua
mani fested by travel i ng Shows bri dged the gap

between Stage-performance and Ether.

roday the original Chautauqua in New york carries
on its rraditions while some oaughter chautauquas
likewise do business as usual.
Historical Societies revive features of Traveling

Chautauqua wi th Re-enactors representi ng Famous

People who have impacted American cuJture.
From ruashvi I I e the Grand ol d opry sti I I performs

Live while traveling to homes throughout the
Nati on vi a Radi o and rel evi si on.



when all is said-and-done, cHAurAUQun is still
"the most American thing about America" in the
Twenty-fi rst century I

PRELUDE:

ALEXIS De TOCQUEVILLE (1805-L859) was a French
political rhinker and Historian. As a
representative of the rrench court system he was

sent to the united States to study American
penitentiaries. Upon returning to Europe he wrote
a book enritled DEMocRAcy rN AMERTcA(1835) in
which he offered a number of observations
pertaining to the social conditions in the young

Nation. Charles Dickens sought to replicate this
Study with an L842 tour of North America.

GUSTAVE De BEAU[T4ONT(1-802 -1865) was A French
uagistrate and advocate of prison Reform. Most
f ikely it was his suggestion that resulted in a

tour of the u. S. wi th hi s fri end De Tocquevi I I e
arrd subsequent publ i cati on of a book whi ch earned
for hi s compan'ion an endu ri ng pl ace i n the annal s
of western ci vi I i zati on . wtuch I i ke oi ckens he was

severely critical of Slavery. Such may be the
reason De Tocqueville received the Lion's Share of
credi t for the book. rhe Ameri can Rgrari an

Aristocracy a/k/a southern plantation owners would
have blocked its importation insofar as they were
the power-brokers of early-Nineteenth Century


