
NARRATOR'S NOTES: william E11ery Channing

WILLIAM ELLERY CHANNING was born at Newport, nhode

tsland, in the year L780. He was an American
Clergyman best known for his role in the
establishment of unitarianism in America. He is
sometimes thought of as "the Father of nmerican
Transcendentalism" though he did not agree with
many of the ideas maintained by followers of nalph
Emerson. At best he may have i nspi red Emerson i n
formation of some of his most salient principles.
Through hi s oratory and wri t'ings he i s credi ted

with having set the tntellectual-tone for early
rui neteenth Centu ry Ame ri ca . rhough consci enti ous'l y
avoiding reputation as a "Radical", he was by all
accounts a Social Reformer. His words inspired so-
cal I ed "soci al engi neers'n to pursue thei r causes
wi th vi gor and, for the most part, abundant
succesS.
Basic to his Philosophy was enthusiasm for the

uniqueness of each and every Human aeing as well as
the a'|1-pervasi ve i nfl uence of Nature cardi nal
tenets of Emerson's Transcendental i sm. Channi ng

was vocal in his denunciation of Slavery though he

did not style himself an nbolitionist in the mode

of william lloyd Garrison. His pronouncements
ranged from concern for the soci al status of wage-
I aborers to necess'ity of educati onal programs for
children. 5o pervasive in fact were the concerns
he expressed from hi s eu1 pi t that he amassed over a



t-i feti me spanni ng j ust si xty-two years a l egi on of
followers unaware of thei r oebt to him. eerhaps
the ]east of these "concerns" was the need for a

un'ique Ameri can t-i terature a precursor to
Emerson's appeal to "the Ameri can schol ar" .

Scene 1:

SAMUEL HoPKINS was a Congregationalist Clergyman
at CHANNING's Hometown of Newport, nhode tsl and.
CHANNING had been rai sed i n thi s church but had a
difficult time reconciling himself to many of the
Doctrines promulgated there.

DAVrD RANDoLeH was a prominent landowner, planter
and slaveholder in virginia. Upon graduat'ing from
Harvard Col I €g€ , CHANNING was i ncl i ni ng toward the
uinistry as a career but needed money and time for
serious reflection. He thus accepted a position as
Tutor for the RANDOLPH children. As it turned out
thi s was a ve ry si gni fi cant i nte rl ude i n hi s r_i fe
as it provided the framework for his later views
regardi ng NATURE, SLAVERv and cHrLDHooD EDUCATToN.

HOPKINS was the acknowledged leader of the so-
cal I ed "New L'i ght " Cong regati onal i sts of Newpo rt .

He preached a message of "Chari ty as an end i n
i tsel f devoi d of al I expectati on of personal gai n" .

such was hi s "Theory of DTSTNTERESTED BENEVoLENcE".


