
PORCH TALK #1

ELY PARKER was very family-oriented. He treasured
his kinship with parents, siblings and ancestors.
He pe rsonal 1 y bel i eved that 1 earni ng of one ' s

"Roots" was essential to understanding one's
"self". He was especia1ly proud of his kinship
through his Mother, ELTZABETH PARKER, with two of
the most well-known troquois. Accordingly, he

chose to model the goal of his "Porch-talks" by

speaki ng of RED JACKET and HANDSoME LAKE. Hi s hope

thereafter was that other members of the Tonawanda

communi ty woul d I i kewi se avai I themsel ves of
opportunity to share information about their
personal "Heritage"- be it Person or place.

RED JACKET was a Seneca chief of the wolf-clan who

di sti ngu'i shed hi msel f as an Orator. As an el ected
sachem he represented his people in major
negoti ati ons wi th the u. S. Government. He

vociferously defended the rights of the troquois to
retai n ownersh'ip of thei r J ands . tti s best
remembered "gesture of protest"- according to ely
came at the ei g Tree Counci I of L797 when he

personally terminated the Treaty Negotiations by
"kicking out the ceremonial campfire" fol1owing an

impassioned speech opposing cession of Seneca Jands
in the Genesee Country.
As was generally the case, the orator's words were

as "dust i n the wi nd'n ! At ei g Tree he was i gnored

and perhaps humiliated. During the nevolution he



had sided with the eritish who following thei r
defeat offered him little in the way of material
reward as they did for his rival, Joseph Brant, who

recei ved a 1 arge 1 and-g rant i n Canada. rn L792 ,
when he represented Native reoples in their
negoti ati ons wi th the u . S . Gove rnment , €tl I he was

gi ven was a l arge si I ver pl ate-l i ke tvtedal as

recogni ti on of hi s efforts .

rt was this uedal that eventual1y became E1y's
most prized possession. when, dt Age 23, he too
became a sachem, he vowed to carry on ned lacket's
defense of Seneca nights. He wore this symbol of
hi s tteri tage at a'l I offi ci al ceremoni es where he

was better able to make himself heard and

understood by virtue of his facility with the
rngf i sh Language.

ELY I i kewi se vowed to emul ate hi s ancestor
HANDSOME LAKE as "Defender of troquois Culture".
rhi s seneca teader was best known as a rrophet who

was instrumental in preserving the identity of his
eeople. eased on a vision he personally
experienced HANDSoME LAKE developed what eventually
became "a code of Conduct" to enable woodland
eeople to retain their uniqueness from the
det ri mental effects of caucasi an cul tu re .

erincipa1 among these "EviIs-to-avoid" was the use

of tntoxi cati ng spi ri ts whi ch had 1 ong been the
bane of Native Rmericans including both RED IAcKET

and HANDSoME LAKE himself.


