
rhe "strange lady" of Rmherst, Massachusetts, zrs she
eventuallv 6ecame-known was seiond of three children born to
edward anil emily Norcross Dickinson.
rhe vear was 1-830.
es wis the case with her siblinqs - william Austin and

tavinia - she spent nearlv her ehtire life within the
confines of the'ramilv Comoound on F,lain Street in nmherst.
Her father squire Edwaril oickinson - was an esteemed

attornev and ooTitician in the state of uassachusetts as
well as-beinq Treasurer of emherst colleqe as had his own
father - sam-- before him. Grandfather dickinson had in
fact been instrumental in establishinq this school as an
institution dedicated to the preservation and proliferation
of calvinist Doctrine. of siqnificance here was the trend
to teachino unitarian Doctrin6 in Eastern Massachusetts at
Harvard universitv. emily's oickinson and Norcross
ancestors had all- been of- staunch puritan-stock.
emily's formal education included approx'imately seven years

at Rmherst ecademy followed by a year at Mount Holyoke
remale seminarv lircated in neirby-south Hadley.
Rs was the ca-se with her namesake mother emily was plagued

throughout her_fifty-s'ix yeSr lifespan by recurring.health
problems. At least two of her rare excursions outside
i-tamoshire Township were occasioned by her need for medical
trehtment in eostbn while visitinq hatr Norcross cousins.
rt was in fact while beqinninq h6r abbreviated career at

Mount Holvoke followinq I soiolrn in Boston that indications
of her noirconformist attitudEs toward rheological rssues
beqan appearinq.
uillike'the majority of her fellow students, Emi'ly adamantly

refused to declare herself a professed member of the
conqreqational Church espoused without question by the rest
of her-fami1y. squ'ire oickinson was, thrjs prompteil to
commence measures'designed to reconfigure his bldest
daughter' s procl ivities.
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emily Dickinson
Benjam'in Newton

GOOD AFTERNOON, miss oickinson.
IT IS MY GREAT PLEASURE

TO MAKE YOUR ACQUAINTANCE!

I AM FLA'ITERED, GOOd Si T,
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