
charles Pickens rn America

By the year L842, charl es oi ckens was wel I
on hi s way to becomi ng the most prol i fi c
engl i sh-wri ter si nce wi I I i am shakespeare.
By age 30, his novels were weJJ-known on

both si des of the atl anti c ocean.
rn that Year, he deci ded to embark upon a

tour of the North Ameri can "Eden" as the
united states had become known to would-be
emigrants from the gritish tsJes and

Europe.
Hi s ostensi bl e mi ssi on was to col I ect

i nformati on about the beati tudes of Aneri ca
for a travel gook to be publ i shed

eventual l y as AMEF,TCAN NorEs ,

oi ckens' true i ntent was to drum up

support for enactment of an International
copyri ght
Law for the protection of luthors such as

himself whose works were regularly
published and sold in countries other than
their place of origin with no revenues
accrui ng to thei r creators,
rn accordance with his "Primary
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Assignment" oickens explored rnstitutions
such as pri sons, Asyl ums and a school for
the gl i nd as wel I as si tes where soci al
experiments were progressing. uis travel
i ti nerary i ncl uded the tndustri es of
towel I , Massachusetts, and the shaker
colony at New Lebanon, New York

He also journeyed south to washington D.c'
and ni chmord, vi rgi ni a before headi ng west
to st . Loui s , tli ssou rt . ui s retu rn to New

vork Ci ty vi a Quebec, Canada, i ncl uded a
vi si tati on to tui agara pal I s whi ch I ater
emerged as the "highlight" of this L842

tour.
By the 'l atter natu ral geol ogi cal formati on

he was auved whi I e by the i nsti tuti on of
slavery he was appalled. Through his

rleri can uotes and a Novel enti tl ed plarti n

chuzzl ewi t n both wri tten soon after hi s
return to england, Dickens vented his
feel i ngs about I i festyl es he had observed
during his travels abroad and did his best
to explode what he termed 'nthe Myth" of
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Ameri ca as an "Eden".
such critiques in addition to his advocacy

of rnternational copyright Laws and the
abolition of slavery did little to endear
him to Americans, He subsequently decided
to entertai n no thoughts of returni ng to a

tand where as he observed, there was so

little tolerance for unpopular opinions or
i n other words "Freedom of rhought".
pifteen years later however, at the urging

of an Ameri can publ i sher named fames
rields, the creator of pavid copperfield,
oliver nrist and e Christmas car:ol did
return across the atlantic ocean. The Year
was 1867 and the objective this time was to
effect a "Reading Tour" simi1ar to the
ventures throughout england and the
conti nent whi ch had brought oi ckens
considerable Fame as well as Fortune,
rhe only real link between these two

vt si ts was the rssue of rnternati onal
copyri ght. Though hi s advocacy of thi s

rssue t n 1342 had been i n vai n as woul d
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remain the case for nearly the entirety of
the tti neteenth centu ry publ i sher ri el ds
had proposed a scheme whi ch wouJ d i n effect
accomplish the same results translated as
financial aggrandizement for both euthor
and publ i sher.

As a lad of fourteen years, James rhomas
rf el ds rel ocated to Boston, Massachusetts,
to clerk for a bookseller. Subsequently he

began contri buti ng Rrti cl es to newspapers.
His affinity for the printed word,
espectally hts capacity for recognizing
sal eabl e I i terature eventual 1y I ed to a
partnershi p i n the publ i shi ng pi rm
establ i shed by wi 'l I i am T'i ckno r . rh rough
this position he came to personally know

the preemi nent Authors of New engl and
i ncl udi ng Emerson, Longfel low and ol iver
wendel I uol mes as wel I as ert ti sh I i terati
such as wordsworth, carlyle and charles
Di ckens.

ui s affi ni ty for the 1 atter was rei nforced
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by sfmi1arity of backgrounds. Dickens, who

had started "working for a 1fvfng" at an

early age was largely self-educated.
Having experienced a bare minimum of formal
schoolfng it was his voracious appetite for
neadfng combfned with a career in Newspaper

work which laid the foundation for his
success as a NoveJ i st. Hi s penchant for
theatrtcal producttons Ied ultimately to a

serfes of neading Tours which ensured his
fi nanci al success.
pfelds spent his early Years reading

whatever literature he could access at the
Portsmouth, New nampshi re, Athenaeum.
rhough eventually becoming a semi-
successful Poet, hf s experf ence was

prf nci pal 1y i n the t'larketi ng of li teratu re .

He began his career as a gookseller; moved

tnto tournalism and whtle still working as

a publisher became edttor of rhe etJantfc,
a magazi ne establ i shed by New rngl and

writers to highlight their works. This was
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the Role he was primarily concerned with
when he persuaded oickens to return to
Amerfca for a neading Tour.

scene 1: Boston, Massachusetts L867

lames T. Pf el ds
charl es oi ckens

Pi e] ds: IT IS WITH GREAT PLEASURE

THAT T WELCOME YOU

BAcK To Ameri ca
AND ESPECIALLY

TO MY HOME,

I HAVE SPENT CONSIDERABLE TIME

AT Your Home rN rngland
SO I FEEL IT
A LONG PAST-DUE DEBT

AS AN HONOR

TO HAVE YOU

AND Your Amanuensis, Mr, oolby,
AS MEMBERS OF OUR HOUSEHOLD

DURING YOUT STAY

IN OUR COUNTRY!


